9th CENSUS 1870

BUTTE COUNTY

OPHIR TOWNSHIP, OROVILLE

This information was extracted from a microfilm copy of the 1870 9th census located at the Meriam Library, California State University, Chico.  Some of the names and occupations in this listing were difficult to interpret. A question mark has been placed where the information is unclear.
The National Archives Records Administration reference service reported to us that no census maps were created for California districts for the 9th census.  As a result, we are still looking for other map resources to explain the enumerator’s route and the geographic location of the numbered dwellings mentioned in this census.  

Two years after the census was completed (1872) a local judge  ordered the creation of a map of the city hoping to use it and the accompanying avidavits from the property owners to create a City of Oroville patent.  Judge W. S. Safford wanted owners to have title to the land. The Feather River and Ophir Ditch Company wanted it to be reserved for mineral exploration.  The first application was rejected but by 1872 the ditch company withdrew its objection. 
By the time the map was created a discernable Chinese community, including most if not all of the dwellings or businesses on Broderick and Safford streets, were owned or occupied by Chinese people. Looking closely at this map also suggests that Chinese dwellings and business had spread onto the nearby streets of Lincoln, Oak, Pine and Montgomery streets. The dwelling numbers found here in the 9th census differ substantially from those of the 8th census.  An analysis of the dwelling numbers between the two census is not revealing.

Many different racial groups lived in some of the dwellings. Although not  pronounced there does not seem to be a real breech in long or short term “living” relationships between Chinese immigrants and others.
Dwelling 177 Forty people were listed as living in this dwelling.  There were non-Chinese carpenters, a milkman, stock raiser, housekeepers, four children, other miners, and a teamster.  There were also thirteen occupants born in China listed for the dwelling.  Ah Foo, cook (38), Ah Ku, cook (30), Oh Long, merchant (51), Long Kee, merchant (46), Iwon On ?, merchant (62), Ah Fing ?, miner (30), Oh We ?, female housekeeper (21), Oh Lu, miner (51), Jin Yen, miner (63), Lin Yen, miner (33), Ah Kung ?, miner (53), Oh Sing, miner (57), and Quon On, miner (28).  The merchant Oh Long had personal property valued at $1,000 and the merchant Long Kee had personal property valued at $8,000.

Dwelling 265.  Ah Qua (34) and Ah Fan (30) were both listed as gamblers born in China.  Also, they both were listed as having personal property valued at $200.

Dwelling 266.  Ah Sing (27) and Ah You (32) were Chinese miners.  Ah Sing had personal property valued at $400.

Dwelling 267.  Ah Mow (48) was listed as a Chinese merchant with personal property valued at $2,000.

Dwelling 268. Keong Lee (24), Ah Yik ? (45), and On Goon ? (15) were listed as merchants born in China.  Keong Lee had real property valued at $600 and personal property valued at $400.  Ah Yik had personal property valued at $200.

Dwelling 269.  Jin Quin ?, salesman (33), Ah Ban ?, salesman (35), Ah Ing, salesman (17), Moc Choy, salesman (45), and Ah Yea, male housekeeper (27), and Ah Fu, miner (28) were all born in China.  Ah Yea had personal property valued at $400 and Ah Fu had personal property valued at $700.

Dwelling 270.  Ah Hoo, female miner (20) and Ah Sing, male housekeeper (31) were both born in China.  Ah Sing had personal property valued at $100.  

Dwelling 271. Chy Ock ?, whore (15), Ah My, whore (22), and Ah Fu, female miner (20) were the occupants of this dwelling.  All the occupants had been born in China.

Dwelling 272.  Occupants of the dwelling were On Goon, female miner (20), Ah Ack, miner (32), Yee Qun ?, miner (45), Ah Lee ?, miner (40), Ah Chew, miner (44), and Ah Chow, miner (56).  All the miners had been born in China.

Dwelling 273.  Ah Foo (44), and Mow Chow ? (20), occupants of this dwelling, were listed as Chinese miners.  Mow Chow had personal property valued at $600.

Dwelling 274.  Occupants You Koo (30), and Lo Lee (24) were listed as female housekeepers born in China.  

Dwelling 275.  Son Kee (26), Eck Que ? (27), Ly Sow (16), all Chinese females, were listed as housekeepers.

Dwelling 276.  Sing Lun ? (24) and You Choy (27) were listed as Chinese whores.

Dwelling 277.  Occupants of this dwelling were Ah Lut ? (29), Cho Kee (30), Ah Fong (44), Ah Yak (33), and Ah Foy (64).  These occupants, born in China, were all listed as miners.

Dwelling 278.  The female occupant of this dwelling was listed as Poy Yur ? (27) with an occupation listed as a housekeeper.  She had been born in China.

Dwelling 279.  Wong Suy ? (40), was listed as a Chinese broker with real property valued at $1,000 and personal property valued at $4,000.

Dwelling 280.  Kee Yan ?, doctor (52) and Ah Fong, clerk (24) were both born in China.  Kee Yan had personal property valued at $1,100.

Dwelling 281.  Ah On, miner (65), Ah Loy, miner (38), Ah Bug ?, miner (25), and Ah Moy, druggist (40) were all born in China.  Ah Moy had real property valued at $400 and personal property valued at $900.

Dwelling 282.  Oh Chu, doctor (25) and Lou San, barber (50) were both born in China.

Dwelling 283.  Suci Bart ? (30) and Goon Sue (36) were both listed as Chinese laborers.

Dwelling 284.  Three men were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Chung Kee, merchant ret. (32), Sui Mu ?, laborer (42), and Ah Jin or Ah Jan, laborer (32).  All three occupants had been born in China.  Chung Kee had personal property valued at $2,000.

Dwelling 285.  One occupant was listed for this dwelling, Ah Sin ? (24) a Chinese laborer.

Dwelling 286.  Ah Lu ?, laborer (46), Ah Kon, female housekeeper (22), and Joe Kong ?, female housekeeper (22) were listed as occupants of this dwelling.  All of these people were born in China.  Ah Lu had personal property valued at $1,200.

Dwelling 287.  A child, Choy (1) with a place of birth listed as California, was the only occupant noted for this dwelling?? This listing does not make much sense.
Dwelling 288.  The single resident of this dwelling was Ah Sing (60), and he was listed as a Chinese miner with personal property valued at $900.

Dwelling 289.  Ah Chow (40) was listed as the only occupant of this dwelling.  He had been born in China and his occupation was shown as miner.

Dwelling 290.  Ah Cum or Ah Cuin ? (49) and Ah Mig (40), the only two occupants, were listed as miners born in China.

Dwelling 291.  Nine men occupied this dwelling: On Gun ? (30), Ah Kew (44), Ah Chong (29), Ah Sue (23), Ah Mu (16), Ah You (32), Ah Mong (50), Ah Wah (40), and Ah Bug ? (28).  These occupants were all listed as miners born in China.

Dwelling 292.  Ah Wong ? (27), Ah Lop ? (32), Ah My (30), and Ah Jin (44) were shown as occupants of this dwelling.  Born in China, these men are all listed as miners.

Dwelling 293.  Three Chinese miners were listed as occupants of this dwelling; Ah Moy (36), Chong (50), and Ah Slip (16).

Dwelling 294 was not listed.

Dwelling 295.  Two men and one woman were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Ah Ming, male washerman born in China (45), Ah Coy, male washerman born in China (22), and Ah Bing, female washerwoman born in California (12).  Ah Ming had personal property valued at $1,000.

Dwelling 296.  There were six occupants in this dwelling: Ah Low (24), Ah Chin (40), Ah Chunn (42), Ah Sue (32), Jon Guy or Ton Guy (35), and Kin Chu (37).  All the men were listed as washermen born in China.

Dwelling 297. Two females and one male were listed as occupants of this dwelling:  Ah Loy, female housekeeper (19), Ah Quon, female housekeeper (18), and Ah Gee, male with no occupation listed (15).  All three had been born in China.

Dwelling 298.  A single occupant was listed for this dwelling.  This occupant was Ah Yu ? (53), a Chinese miner.

Dwelling 299.  There were three occupants in this dwelling.  They consisted of Nellie Pontus, whore born in Portugal (26), Chou Ling, male child born in California (5), and James Bowden, carpenter born in England (50).  Jas. Bowden had real property valued at $1,000 and personal property valued at $400.

Dwelling 300.  The census listed four occupants for this dwelling: Thos Jeffie ?, carpenter born in Missouri (45), In Key, child born in China (10), Ah Lop, miner born in China (40), and Ah Jack, miner born in China (45).

Dwelling 301.  Two females were the occupants listed for this dwelling: Ah You (40) and Quong Gee (27).  Their occupations were shown as housekeepers, and they both had been born in China.

Dwelling 302.  No occupants were listed for this dwelling.

Dwelling 303.  No occupants were listed for this dwelling.

Dwelling 304.  Five men occupied this dwelling: Ah Yack (50), Hop Lee (30), Ah Quon (26), Ah Four ? (25), and Ah Que (24).  All the occupants were listed as laborers born in China.  Ah Yak had personal property valued at $200.

Dwelling 305.  Four females occupied this dwelling: Ah Ching (32), Ah Fong (15), Ah Yu (18), and Ah Mow (30). All these ladies were listed as whores born in China.

Dwelling 306.  Yet Chong (34) was listed as a Chinese miner with real property valued at $300 and personal property valued at $4,000.

Dwelling 307.  The two occupants Ah Sing (39) and Ye Siy ? (27) were listed as miners born in China.

Dwelling 308.  Four men occupied this dwelling: Ah Chong (30), Ah Foo (38), Ah You (28), and Mow Lee or Mow See (44).  All the occupants were listed as Chinese miners.

Dwelling 309.  Wm. Hobbs (35) was listed as the only occupant of this dwelling and his occupation was shown as laborer.  His place of birth had been Louisiana.

Dwelling 310.  W. Johnson, laborer born in Virginia (39) and Stephen Jones, laborer born in New Jersey (41) were shown to be the occupants of this dwelling

Dwelling 311.  No occupants were listed for this dwelling.

Dwelling 312.  Three occupants were listed for this dwelling: Sarah Johnson, black female housekeeper born in Virginia (30), Susan Hepburn, whore born in Illinois (24), and Sutter Smith, black laborer born in Alabama (37).  Sarah Johnson had personal property valued at $400.

Dwelling 313.  Eliza Bonner (35) was listed as a whore born in Pennsylvania with personal property valued at $600.

Dwelling 314.  Four people occupied this dwelling: Mu Wah, whore (24), Mu Lee, whore (23), Ah Kim, miner (31), Ah Chow, miner (64).  All the occupants had been born in China.

Dwelling 315.  Three women occupied this dwelling: Foy Chow (18), Moy Yee (19), and Ah Cun ? (24).  All these females were listed as whores born in China.

Dwelling 316.  The two occupants Ah You, whore (32), and Ah Sun, laborer (28) were both born in China.

Dwelling 317.  There were four occupants of this dwelling: Su Tow, laborer (23), Sun Lee, whore (28), Jin Too ?, whore (18), and Soy You ?, whore (20).  All the occupants had been born in China.

Dwelling 318.  One women and her three children were listed as the occupants of this dwelling: Sue Low, whore born in China (30), Mong Chung, female child born in California (6), Ah Chun, male child born in California (3), and Lon Toy, male child born in California (2).

Dwelling 319.  Five women lived together in this dwelling: Cow Choy, female housekeeper (32), Ah Sing, whore (20), Min Chu ?, whore (20), Long You, whore (20), and Tuck Choy, whore (18).  All the occupants had been born in China.  Cow Choy had personal property valued at $1,000.

Dwelling 320.  Ah Pu, whore (30), Ah Chow, miner (23), Ah Yee, miner (32), Ah Chi, miner (26) were the four occupants listed for this dwelling.  All the occupants had been born in China.

Dwelling 321.  Five Chinese miners were listed as the occupants of this dwelling: Ah You (55), Ah Chuick ? (60), Ah Pou ? (27), Ah Yee (29), and San Hin ? (40). 

Dwelling 322.  Sun Chow, female housekeeper born in China (40) and Wm. Westeman ?, teamster born in Baten ? (40) were the two occupants listed for this dwelling.  Westeman had personal property valued at $1,600.

NOTE:  Dwellings 322 to 352 were occupied by non-Chinese people. 

Dwelling 352.  Luther Bagley, blacksmith born in Ireland (60) and Ah Yet, miner born in China (47) were listed as the two occupants of this dwelling.

Dwelling 353.  Three Chinese miners were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Ah Chin (40), Qun Gee (36), and Ah Sun ? (41).  Ah Chin had personal property valued at $6,000.

Dwelling 354.  Occupants listed for this dwelling were as follows: Hong Quon ?, miner (62), Ah Hing, miner (47), Ah Yok ?, cook (36), Ah Foi, cook (30), Ah Sing, miner (30), and Sin Gee, miner (28).  These six men had all been born in China.

Dwelling 355.  Two men were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Ah My ?, miner born in China (41) and Ah Gee, cook born in China (37).

Dwelling 356.  Sing Kee (44), Ah You (42), Ah Wong (41), Quong On (38), and Heaf Lee ? (23) were shown to be the occupants of this dwelling.  Born in China, these men were all listed as miners.  Sing Kee had personal property valued at $800.

Dwelling 357.  The two occupants of this dwelling were Ah Kow, tailor born in China (17) and Ah Sin, miner born in China (50).  Ah Sin had personal property valued at $400.

Dwelling 358.  Two Chinese miners were listed as occupants of this dwelling.  They were Sing Moy (40) and Ah Ming (42).

Dwelling 359.  The lone occupant of this dwelling was listed as Ty Tick (52) a miner born in China.

Dwelling 360.  One woman and four men were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Ah Chow, female housekeeper (25), Ah Wing, miner (42), Ah Sin, miner (25), Chin Foo, miner (27), and Ing Mow, miner (41).  All the occupants had been born in China.

Dwelling 361.  Ah Lee ?, cook (27), Hing Choy, cook (27), Ah Lu or Ah Lee, miner (32), and Tong Fok, miner (43) were listed as occupants of this dwelling.  All these men had been born in China.  Ah Lee had personal property valued at $200 and Tong Fok had personal property valued at $600.

Dwelling 362.  The two occupants of this dwelling were shown to be Ton Chow, miner born in China (27) and Ah Len ?, miner born in China (19).

Dwelling 363.  Three men were shown to be occupants of this dwelling: Sam Heop ?, miner (48), Foo Soy, cook (29), and Sing Toor ?, cook (30).  All three occupants had been born in China.  Sam Heop had real property valued at $1,000 and personal property valued at $4,000.

Dwelling 364.  Six members of the Beal family were listed as occupants of this dwelling.  They consisted of John Beal, farmer born in Ohio (51), Mattie Beal, housekeeper born in Pennsylvania (35), Susan Beal, daughter born in Ohio (21), Mary Beal, daughter born in Ohio (17), Henry Beal, son born in California (14), John Beal, son born in Maine (7).

Dwelling 365.  The Goodman family occupied this dwelling: Herman Goodman, laborer born in So Bavaria (42), Christan ? Goodman, housekeeper born in Prussia (36), and Mary Goodman, daughter born in New York (4/12).  The Goodman’s have real property valued at $400 and personal property valued at $400.

Dwelling 366.  A married couple occupied this dwelling: Jns. May, teacher born in Maine (32) and Bella May, housekeeper born in Maine (21).  The Mays have real property valued at $600 and personal property valued at $3,000.

Dwelling 367.  Two men occupied this dwelling: Louis Burnham, miner born in Maine (52) and Louis Burnham, miner born in Maine (28).  The older Burnham had personal property valued at $2,000.

Dwelling 368.  Five men occupied this dwelling: Sue Hop ?, merchandise retail (37), Ah Kee, cook (52), Ah Foo, miner (30), Ah Chit, miner (62), and Oh Quon, miner (30).  All the occupants had been born in China.  Sue Hop had real property valued at $500 and personal property valued at $1,000.

Dwelling 369.  Ah Moy (50), Ah Sun (30), Keon Foo (25), Ah Cho (30), Ah Fu ? (35) and Ah Chow (34) were listed as occupants of this dwelling.  Born in China, these men were all listed as miners.

Dwelling 370.  Antone Hiorras ?, laborer born in Austria (34) and Ruck Wasburn ?, laborer born in Austria (42) were listed as occupants of this dwelling.

Note:  More dwellings occupied by non-Chinese were listed between Dwelling 370 and Dwelling 418.

Dwelling 418.  The sole occupant of this dwelling was Jack Cockran (38) miner born in Pennsylvania with personal property valued at $1,000.

Dwelling 419.  Two men occupied this dwelling: Sin Lee, merchant born in China (35), and Chun Kee, merchant born in China (50).  Sin Lee had real property valued at $1,000 and personal property valued at $3,000.

Dwelling 420.  Four Chinese miners occupied this dwelling: Ah Yue (26), Oh Low (35), Oh Mow (35), and Oh Lim (32). 

Dwelling 421.  Oh Hoy (38), Oh Soy (28), Oh Ping (27), Oh Ching (27), and Oh Ying (40) were listed as occupants of this dwelling.  Born in China, these men were all listed as miners.

Dwelling 422.  Two adults and two children were the occupants listed for this dwelling: Ty Ling, merchant born in China (54), Pon Fock ?, male child born in China (4), Pin Jin, male child born in China (3), and Cow Long, female housekeeper born in China (27).  Ty Ling had real property valued at $1,000 and personal property valued at $200.

Dwelling 423.  Ty Chong ?, female housekeeper born in China (30) and San Fong, miner born in China (34) were listed as occupants of this dwelling. 

Note:  The Chinese were listed as occupants of dwellings scattered throughout the census from now on.

Dwelling 485.  Four people were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Dave Abbey, farmer born in England (36), Mary Abbey, housekeeper born in Ireland (36), David Abbey, son born in California (1), and Ah Ling, cook born in China (30).  The Abbeys have real property valued at $4,000 and personal property valued at $8,000.

Dwelling 486.  Four men were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Quon Jin (27), Ah Wing (30), Chun Wow ? (19), and Ah Fat (27).  They were all listed as cooks born in China.

Dwelling 530.  Four men were listed as the occupants of this dwelling: Peter Wood, blacksmith born in England (28), Chuta Salmon ?, drover born in Tennessee (25), Ah Choy, waiter born in China (17), and James Lynch, laborer born in ?????? (37).  Peter Wood had personal property valued at $500.

Dwelling 573.  Oh Sang, laborer born in China (31) and Oh San, laborer born in China (27) were listed as occupants of this dwelling.

Dwelling 574.  Four Chinese laborers were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Oh Ming (40), Ming Gee (35), Choy Young ? (29), and Quon On (23).

Dwelling 585.  Ah Yet, female housekeeper (13), Ah Lin, gardener (52), Hop Yet, gardener (27), Ah Shin, gardener (24), and Ah Chow, gardener (37) were listed as occupants of this dwelling.  All the occupants had been born in China.  Ah Lin had real property valued at $1,000 and personal property valued at $400.

Dwelling 586.  A woman and her child were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Mary Young, housekeeper born in England (40) and Mary Young, daughter born in England (10).  The mother had real property valued at $400 and personal property valued at $200.

Dwelling 587.  Thos White, laborer born in China (45), Yet Lee, cook born in China (30), and Sing Foo, miner born in China (24) were listed as occupants of this dwelling.

Dwelling 588.  Four Chinese miners were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Choy Loy (37), Oh Qing ? (40), Ah Choy (36), and Ah Ben (38).

Dwelling 589.  Jan Reynolds, laborer born in Prussia (40) and David Clements, laborer born in Ohio (32) were listed as occupants of this dwelling.

Dwelling 647.  Four men born in China were listed as being the occupants of this dwelling: Oh Yik, miner (23), Oh Qong ?, miner (27), Qin Lun, miner (40), and Qua Chow, cook (25).

Dwelling 648.  Oh Ling (34), Oh Yuk (38), and Oh Chow (27) were all three listed as Chinese miners occupying this dwelling.

Dwelling 649.  The three Chinese men who were occupying this dwelling were as follows: Chung Lee, miner (22), Lew Yet, miner (34), and Oh Yew, cook (39).

Dwelling 650.  Five Chinese occupants were listed for this dwelling: Qin Foo, teamster (40), Oh Pin, miner (24), Oh Chong, miner (27), Oh Qing, miner (27), and Oh Chow, miner (37).  Oh Pin had personal property valued at $1,000.

Dwelling 651.  Yun Qin ?, miner (27), Chy Qin ?, miner (49), Oh Fu, miner (21), Oh Fuin ?, miner (29), and Chin Yik, cook (35) were listed as the occupants of this dwelling.  All of the occupants had been born in China.

Dwelling 652.  Six Chinese miners were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Hin Ku ? (20), Lon Lee (29), Moy Yik (40), Oh Quon (29), Oh Foo (30), and Oh Fin (40).

Dwelling 653.  Mow Lee or Mow Lou (54), a Chinese merchant, and the sole occupant of this dwelling, was listed as having personal property valued at $1,600.

Dwelling 654.  The two occupants, Ah Yik (20) and Qun Kee (30), were listed as Chinese miners.

Dwelling 678.  John French (32) a physician from Egypt is living with other people in this dwelling.

Dwelling 694.  Hop Lun, miner (37), Chen Gen ?, ret mrcht? (43), and Oh Wing, miner (26) were all born in China and listed as the occupants of this dwelling.  Chen Gen had personal property valued at $2,000.

Dwelling 695.  Oh Qu ? (29), Oh Fock (32), and Quong Gee (25) were listed as the Chinese occupants of this dwelling with occupations shown as miners.

Dwelling 696.  Wing Lu, miner (34), Oh Qing, female housekeeper (20), Oh Cow, female housekeeper (22), Choy Foo, female housekeeper (21), and Oh Mow, cook (39) were shown as the Chinese occupants of this dwelling.

Dwelling 697.  Two Chinese cooks were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Quong Hop (34) and Oh Qoh ? (37).

Dwelling 698.  There were three Chinese occupants listed for this dwelling: Chin Ton, miner (18), Win Lee, occupation blank (12), and Oh Bun ?, laborer (37).

Dwelling 699.  Two Chinese laborers were listed as occupants of this dwelling: Oh Wong (42) and Oh Mow (30).

Dwelling 700.  Jas Mardudo ?, abil merchant ? born in Maine (35), Louisa Mardudo, housekeeper born in Maks ? (30), and Frank Barns, occupation blank, born in Maks ? (18) were shown to be occupants of this dwelling.

Dwelling 701.  No one listed for this dwelling.

Dwelling 702.  Two Chinese miners were listed as the occupants of this dwelling, Quon Hing (27) and Wan Lee (32).

Dwelling 703.  Qh Quon (30), Yin Qong (40), and Oh Qing (34) were listed as Chinese miners and the occupants of this dwelling.

Dwelling 704.  The five Chinese occupants of this dwelling were Non Lee ?, miner (42), Oh Choy, cook (31), Ming Lem, miner (19), Quon On, miner (27), and Cow Qui, miner (42).

Dwelling 705.  Four miners born in China were the listed occupants of this dwelling: Oh Mum ? (38), Lin Kee (38), Oh Choy (30), and Mow Yett (28).

Dwelling 706.  All five of the occupants of this dwelling had been born in China: Quon On, miner (34), Gee Long, miner (29), Oh Quon, miner (27), Oh Ming, miner (32), and Oh Yip, cook (43).  Quon On had personal property valued at $600.

Dwelling 707.  Oh Tam ?, miner (38), Won Chu, miner (21), Oh Gee, miner (29), Wing Lee, miner (32), Oh Leon ?, miner (40), Ah Long, miner (31), and Oh Cho, cook (29) were listed as the occupants of this dwelling.  All seven of the occupants had been born in China.  Oh Tam had personal property valued at $600.

Dwelling 708.  Six miners born in China were listed as the occupants of this dwelling:  Hong Yett (36), Oh Gen (32), Qing Foo (42), Ah Wing (33), Lun Sing (29), and Oh Chat ? (16).  Hong Yett had a listed personal property value of $600.   

Dwelling 709.  The six occupants of this dwelling had all been born in China: Wing Git, cook (40), Quon Fu, miner (39), Ty Chong, miner (26), Ah Hun, miner (24), Qin Lung ?, miner (32), and Oh Chictt ?, miner (41).  Quon Fu had personal property valued at $600 and so did Oh Chictt.

Dwelling 710.  Oh Yak, miner born in China (37) and Quon Sing, cook born in China (28) were listed as the occupants of this dwelling.

